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for Henry, who justly prided himself on the patience
with which he accepted rebuke, and listened to un-
palatable advice, was often flattered rather than irri-
tated by contradiction. He did not refuse services
which the more austere integrity of Du Plessis-Mor-
nay declined. When, for instance, Henry desired
to obtain possession of a promise of marriage ex-
changed between his hardly used sister Catherine
and her cousin the Count of Soissons, Rosny spared
no artifice or lie till he had deceived the lovers into
entrusting the precious document to his keeping.
While, therefore, Sully, an exile from power, found
solace and dignity in the vast fortune of which the
foundation had been laid by horse-coping at the
Court of Pau, what other reward could virtue such
as Mornay's expect than to be praised and starve ?

During the first part of the i/th century, Sully's
reputation was depressed by his personal unpopu-
larity ; during the second half it was, like that of his
master, obscured by the rising sun of Lewis XIV.
But the eclipse and darkness in which that sun set,
led men to reflect on the different course of events
during the reign of his grandfather, when each year
saw some increase in the security, strength and pros-
perity of the country. Moreover, the exaggerated
mercantilism of Colbert provoked a violent reaction,
and those economists who held the land to be the
true source of wealth, extolled the wisdom of the
minister who had proclaimed pastoral and arable
farming to be the breasts from which the whole sus-
tenance of the country must be drawn. Unlikely
as it may appear to the reader of that amazing and